
Managing the Live Reef Fish Trade in 
Sabah

Marine Parks

Addressing the decline of live reef fish resources

Introduction
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BY SHIFTING TO 
ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND 
METHODS, OPPORTUNITY 
EXISTS TO PROTECT REEFS 
WHILE EXPANDING THE 
LUCRATIVE LIVE REEF FISH 
TRADE INDUSTRY, TURNING 
IT INTO A MODEL FOR THE 
SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
REEF.



Establishing a formal trade body
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Promoting full-cycle aquaculture

ONE OF THE MANAGEMENT 
REQUIREMENTS OF THE 

FULL-CYCLE AQUACULTURE 
PROJECT IS TO USE HATCHERY 

REARED FRY AND FINGERLINGS.
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“A build-up of
fish biomass
within a no-
take
reserve
will result in a
biomass
overflow,
leading to
emigration
of adult or
sub-adult fish
out of the
reserve.”
- Russ & Alcala
1996

Studying the e ects of marine reserve protection

Influencing consumer purchasing decisions
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Why we are here

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony and nature.
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Consumers can support the sustainability of the 
live reef fish trade and the health of the reefs:

   caught.

   humphead wrasse.

   selection of fish species to buy.

   fish.
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